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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits the partial European search report under Rule 46(1) 
EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 



The search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be 
paid for each of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999, the search fee in force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR 869,«) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC. 
See also OJ EPO 06/1999, 405. 

i—i The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to the 
present communication. 

□ Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
as well. 
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Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on 
the last day of the period for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1999. 
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European Patent 
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 
SHEET B 



EP 97 93 0760 



Application Number 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1-12,18-28,41-43 

Claims 1-12,18-28,41-43 relate to a method (claims 
1-12,20-28) comprising resin sealing a substrate, exposing 
the protruding electrodes and cutting the resin sealed 
substrate to separate the semiconductor elements, to a 
semiconductor element having a resin seal and protruding 
electrodes (claims 18,19,41-43). 



2. Claims: 13-17 

Claims 13-17 relate to a mold. 



3. Claims: 29,34,35 

Claims 29,34,35 relate to a method of first separating the 
semiconductor elements having protruding electrodes and then 
resin sealing them. 



4. Claims: 30-33,36-40 

Claims 30-33,36-40 relate to a method of first resin sealing 
a substrate with semiconductor elements followed by cutting 
the substrate in positions where external electrodes are 
formed and a semiconductor elements having laterally exposed 
external electrodes. 



5. Claims: 44-53 

Claims 44-53 relate to a method of resin sealing a wiring 
board on which a semiconductor element and leads are 
arranged. 



6. Claims: 54-56 

Claims 54-56 relate to a method of resin sealing a wiring 
board having extending portions on which a semiconductor 
element and leads are arranged. 



7. Claims: 57-72 

Claims 57-72 relate to a resin sealed electrode plate 
(claims 57-64) with a single or a plurality of semiconductor 
elements and external connection electrodes at side 
surfaces, a fabrication method (claims 65-69) and a 
mounting arrangement (claims 70-72). 
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Application Number 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the- 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



8. Claims: 73-78 

Claims 73-78 relate to a resin sealed semiconductor element 
(claims 73-77) attached to an interposer by an anisotropic 
conductive film and a fabrication method (claim 78), 



9. Claims: 79-86 

Claims 79-86 relate to a resin sealed semiconductor element 
(claims 79-85) attached to an interposer by an adhesive film 
and a fabrication method (claim 86). 



The separate groups of inventions are not so linked as to form a 
single general inventive concept, contrary to the requirements of 
Article 82 EPC, resin sealing of a semiconductor element having 
protruding electrodes being already known from the prior art (JP-A-3 
293 740). 
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